Understanding.
What are they?

Understanding questions test your grasp of what the writer has written. They are checking to see that you understand the text.

The often ask you to use your own words.

What will I have to do?

· Explain what a word or expression means.

· Explain the point which the writer is trying to make.

· Give a reason for something that happens in the passage.

· Show that you understand a piece of information.

If a question asks you to use your own words make sure that you do! By re-wording a sentence you can demonstrate that you have a clear understanding of what it means.



For example:

The sentence “At the weekend she fits projects for her teacher in between dance lessons and football games.”


Could be re-written as:

On Saturdays and Sundays she has to make time for homework between enjoying sports and other hobbies.

Put the following sentences into your own words:

It does not hurt young children to do 10 minutes of homework each day.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

It would be a brave school that decided to eliminate homework.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Context questions.
What are they?

Sometimes a question asks you to use the context to figure out what a word or expression means. The examiners will choose a word that they do not think you will know, but that you could work out by looking at what surrounds it in the passage.

What will I have to do?

· Explain in your own words what is meant by_____in this context.
· How does the context of lines_____help you to work out what is meant by ______?
· Work out from the context what is meant by ______ in line____.


You can learn a formula to help you answer these questions...
Use the following pattern to structure your answers:

The word/expression ‘_______’ as used here means __________. I can work this from the context because....

For example (using page 23 of the Int.2 textbook):



The expression ‘homework’ as used here means schoolwork that pupils do outside school hours. I can work this out from the context because the expression is followed with a mention of ‘worksheets’ done at home in the evening and projects done ‘at the weekend’.

