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All books available from the library

The hitchhiker’s guide to the galaxy by Douglas Adams

When the earth is demolished to make way for a new hyperspace bypass, Arthur Dent finds himself hitching a ride on a spaceship full of grumpy bureaucrats, accompanied by his now-revealed-as-an-alien best friend, while still in his pyjamas and dressing gown. Frankly it’s all a bit much before lunchtime. Thank goodness for the most remarkable book ever to come out of the great publishing corporations of Ursa Minor: The hitchiker’s guide to the galaxy, which carries a very helpful message on its cover: Don’t Panic.
Hothouse by Brian Aldiss

In a strange future, spiders over a mile in length travel to the Moon on interplanetary cobwebs, and the stationary world is now split between perpetual day and unending night. The few remaining humans are regularly consumed by savage greenery, and their only allies are giant Termights. But the Elders are facing the end of their time, so leadership is given to a young girl, Toy. The group’s manchild Gren wants to be his own leader, however, and with his mating partner will tear apart the group with his search for the new Eden. 
Clay by David Almond

There’s a stranger in town – Stephen Rose. He’s got waxy skin, haunting eyes, a sickly smell. No parents. No friends. He’s come to live with Crazy Mary. There are so many tales and rumours about him. One thing’s certain: there’s magic in the weird creatures he makes with clay. Should Davie and Geordie keep away? Or should they get close? Could Stephen be an ally in their bitter struggle against monstrous Mouldy and his gang?

No way to go by Bernard Ashley

Amber is shocked when her brother falls to his death from a tower block. Convinced it wasn’t an accident, she embarks on a journey to try and find justice for Connor. From the rough streets of Thames Reach comes this fast-paced absorbing tale of one girl’s determination to discover the truth.
Ship breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi

Nailer’s time is running out. He’s getting too big for his work – stripping copper wire from old oil tankers – and once he’s off the crew he’s on his own, stuck in a shack on the beach with no food, no money and no way of earning his keep. The thing all crew members dream about, a lucky strike has hit in the shape of a clipper ship beached during the last hurricane. If he can hold off the rest of the scavengers long enough to get the oil out, he might just have a future. But oil’s not the only thing on the ship. And what Nailer finds is going to change his life forever...

Empire of the sun by J G Ballard

Based on J G Ballard’s own childhood, Empire of the Sun is the extra-ordinary account of a boy’s life in Japanese-occupied wartime Shanghai – a mesmerising and hypnotically compelling novel of war, starvation and survival, of internment camps and death marches, which blends searing honesty with an almost hallucinatory vision of a world thrown utterly out of joint.

Martyn Pig by Kevin Brooks
With his father dead, Martyn has a choice. Tell the police what happened – and be suspected of murder. Or get rid of the body and get on with his life. Simple, right? Not quite. One story leads to another. Secrets and lies become darker and crazier. And Martyn is faced with twists and turns that leave him reeling. Life is never easy. But death is even harder.

We can be heroes by Catherine Bruton

My dad was killed in the 9/11 attacks in New York. But the stuff in this book isn’t about that. It’s about the summer and me and Jed and Priti tried to catch a suicide bomber and start a riot. There’s stuff about how we built a tree house and joined the bomb squad; how I found my dad and Jed lost his; and how we both found our mums and then lost them again. So it’s not really about 9/11 but then again none of those things would have happened if it hadn’t been for that day. So I guess it’s all back to front, sort of...

A good clean edge by Vincent Caldey

A traumatic family life. A brand new school. A boy. A knife. A war of nerves. A dark and tragic turn of events. A good clean edge. 

Drive by by Jim Carrington

When Johnny, Jake, Drac and Badge take the law into their own hands and give an irritating neighbour a drive-by soaking, life feels good. Then something terrible happens as a result and Johnny’s guilty conscience won’t leave him alone. But are the weird things that start happening really just the result of his overheated brain? Or is the old lady coming back to haunt him? Is it ever possible to get away with murder? It’s a good question. One that Johnny needs to think about. Hard.
VIII by H.M.Castor

VIII is the story of Hal: a young, handsome, gifted warrior, who believes he has been chosen to lead his people. But he is plagued by the ghosts of his family’s violent past and, once he rises to power, he turns to murder and rapacious cruelty. He is Henry VIII.

The broken road by B.R. Collins

Rufus is an apprentice in his father’s goldsmith workshop in Cologne. He is one of many to fall under the spell of Nick, a charismatic preacher who promise to lead a journey to the Holy Land is mesmerising. Mesmerising enough for hundreds to leave family and safety behind and follow him. But despite Nick’s charisma, he is flawed, and the crusade that Rufus embarks on with so many others turns, terribly, into a journey of failed dreams and broken promises.

Heroes by Robert Cormier

Maimed and disfigured whilst fighting in the war, young Francis Cassavant must hide both his face and his identity when he goes back home to Frenchtown. For his past holds a bitter secret, one which he has vowed to revenge and which he can resolve only through his final, desperate plan: to destroy the man who betrayed him as a boy, bringing Francis dishonour and guilt. Left now without a face or a future, yet sustained by his deep sense of shame, Francis watches. He thinks of the gun in his duffel bag and waits, alone, for the return of another supposed hero.
After the snow by S.D. Crockett

Willo is a straggler kid living in the dangerous and barren landscape of a new ice age. Coming home after a day trapping hares on the snowy mountainside he discovers his entire family is gone. And after one night in the empty house he knows they are not coming back. Isolated and at risk, Willo loads up his sledge and embarks on a terrifying journey of survival. The dog spirit inside his head is his guide and his only companion.
The great automatic grammatizator by Roald Dahl

Thirteen of Roald Dahl’s most unexpected tales. Is it really possible to invent a machine that does the job of a writer? What is it about the landlady’s house that makes it so hard for her guests to leave? Does Sir Basil Turton value most of his wife or one of the priceless sculptures?
Sketion 20 by Paul Dowsell

Alex lives in East Berlin. The Cold War is raging and he and his family are forbidden to leave. But the longer he stays, the more danger he is in. Alex is no longer pretending to be a model East German, and the Stasi have noticed. They are watching him. One false move will bring East and West together in a terrifying stand-off which will change everything for Alex and his family ... for ever.

The tenth man by Graeme Greene

In a prison in occupied France one in every ten men is to be shot. The prisoners draw lots among themselves – and for rich lawyer Louis Chavel it seems that his whole life has been leading up to this agonising and crucial failure of nerve. Hysterical with panic, fear, and a sense of injustice, he offers to barter everything he owns for someone to take his place.

The seeing by Diane Hendry

1953. When wild, dangerous, break-all-the-rules Natalie arrives in the quiet town of Norton, thirteen-year-old Lizzie is drawn irresistibly to the girl from the wrong side of the tracks. As the girls grow closer, Natalie and her strange, eerie brother, Philip reveal a shocking secret. For Philip has second sight, and all around them he sees evil – ‘left-over’ Nazis’ lying in wait until the time is right for revenge. Natalie and Philip believe that it’s up to them to route these people out of Norton. Lizzie is swept up in what starts as a thrilling game – but the consequences of Philip’s ‘gift’ quickly spiral into disaster.
The children of men by PD James

The year is 2021. No child has been born for twenty-five years. The human race fears extinction. Under the despotic rule of Xan Lyppiatt, the Warden of England, the old are despairing and the young cruel. Theo Faren,a cousin of the Warden, lives a solitary life in this ominous atmosphere. That is, until a chance encounter with a young woman leads him into contact with a group of dissenters. Suddenly his life is changed irrevocably as he faces agonising choices which could affect the future of mankind.
Metamorphis by Franz Kafka

One morning Gregor Samsa wakes up to find himself transformed into a giant insect. His family is understandably perturbed and he becomes an outsider in his own home. In ‘Metamorphis’ and the other stories included here, Kafka explores the confusing nature of human experience with sly wit and compelling originality.

Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes

Charlie Gordon, IQ 168, is a floor sweeper, and the gentle butt of everyone’s jokes, until an experiment in the enhancement of human intelligence turns him into a genius. But then Algernon, the mouse whose triumphal experimental transformation preceded his, fades and dies, and Charlie has to face the possibility that his salvation was only temporary.
Hood by Stephen R. Lawhead

When Bran’s father is murdered by Norman soldiers, he flees to London, seeking justice. The journey is long and hard – and the suffering of those he meets along the way fuels his anger. With his demands dismissed, Bran has no choice but to return home, where a worse fate awaits him. His lands have been confiscated and his people enslaved by a brutal and corrupt regime. Should Bran flee or protect his people by surrendering to his father’s murderers? The answer perhaps is known only to the Raven King – a creature of myth and magic born of the forest’s darkest shadows.

City of ghosts by Bali Rai

It is 1919. Amristar in India is a city on the brink of a revolution. Innocent citizens, trying to escape ghosts from the past, are swept up in violence and tension. They are unaware that, as the fight for Amristar reaches a terrifying climax, their lives will be changed forever...

All quiet on the Western Front by Eric Maria Remarque

In 1914 a room full of German schoolboys, fresh-faced and idealistic, are goaded by their schoolmaster to troop off to the ‘glorious war’. With the fire and patriotism of youth they sign up. What follows is the moving story of a young ‘unknown soldier’ experiencing the horror and disillusionment of life in the trenches.

The wave by Morton Rhue

It had begun as a simple history experiment to liven up their World War II studies, but before long, Laurie Saunders sees her classmates change into chanting, saluting, fanatics, caught up in a new organisation called The Wave. Laurie is afraid, but realizes she must do something to stop it before it’s too late...

Captain Blood by Raphael Sabatini

Wrongfully arrested following the Monmouth rebellion of 1865, Peter Blood, country physician and former soldier, escapes the hangman’s noose only to be exiled to the tropical colonies. When the town is attacked by marauding Spanish buccaneers, Blood springs to the rescue, and with a motley yet loyal band of shipmates escapes to begin a life of noble piracy and adventure on the Caribbean seas. A classic swashbuckling tale of pirates, romance and redemption, Captain Blood stands as one of the greatest adventure novels of all time.
Of mice and men by John Steinbeck

Drifters in search of work, George and his simple-minded friend Lennie have nothing in the world except each other and a dream – a dream that one day they will have some land of their own. Eventually they will find work on a ranch in California’s Salinas Valley, but their hopes are doomed as Lennie, struggling against extreme cruelty, misunderstanding and feelings of jealousy, becomes a victim of his own strength.
The strange case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson
Dr Jekyll has discovered the ultimate drug. A chemical that can turn him into something else. Suddenly, he can unleash his deepest cruelties in the guise of the sinister Hyde. Transforming himself at will, he roams the streets of fog-bound London as his monstrous ego grows. It seems he is master of his fate. It seems he is in complete control. But soon he will discover that his double life comes at a hideous price...

Nothing by Janne Teller

‘Nothing matters. From the moment you are born, you start to die. The Earth is 4.6 billion years old. You’ll live to be a maximum of one hundred. Life isn’t worth the bother...’ So says Pierre Anthon when he decides life has no meaning. He leaves his classroom, climbs a tree and refuses to come down. His friends scramble to prove that there is a meaning to life by piling up prized possessions. But as the heap grows they realise they cannot give up the things that mean the most. Soon they are fighting, as the sacrifices become more extreme...
Chocky by John Wyndham

Eleven-year-old Mathew introduces his family to his imaginary friend, a creature called Chocky, who is full of questions about space travel and gravity fields that are unlike any eleven-year-old boy would ever think of. So when Chocky starts causing Mathew a great deal of distress – and questions at school – Mathew’s parents find themselves forced to go to the professionals. But where does this voice come from? And what price will Mathew pay for his unusual friendship?
