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The five people you meet in heaven by Mitch Albom 
On his eighty-third birthday, Eddie, a lonely war veteran, dies in a tragic accident trying to save a little girl from a falling cart. With his final breath, he feels two small hands in his – and then nothing. He awakens in the afterlife, where he learns that heaven is not a lush Garden of Eden but a place where your earthly life is explained to you by five people who were in it. These people may have been loved ones or distant strangers. Yet each of them has changed your path forever.

Cat’s eye by Margaret Atwood 

Elaine Risley, a painter, returns to Toronto to find herself overwhelmed by her past. Memories of childhood – unbearable betrayals and cruelties, surface relentlessly, force her to confront the spectre of Cordelia, once her best friend and tormentor, who has haunted her for forty years.

Persuasion by Jane Austen 

At twenty-seven, Anne Elliot is no longer young and has few romantic prospects. Eight years earlier, she had been persuaded by her friend Lady Russell to break off her engagement to Frederick Wentworth, a handsome naval captain with neither fortune nor rank. What happens when they encounter each other again is movingly told in Jane Austen’s last novel. Set in the fashionable societies of Lyme Regis and Bath, Persuasion is a brilliant satire of vanity and pretension, but, above all, it is a love story tinged with the heartache of missed opportunities. 
Noughts and crosses by Malorie Blackman

Callum is a Nought – an inferior white citizen in a society controlled by black crosses. Sephy is a Cross – and the daughter of one of the most powerful, ruthless men in the country. In their hostile, violent world, Noughts and Crosses simply don’t mix. But when Sephy and Callum’s childhood friendship grows into passionate love, they’re determined to find a way to be together. And then the bomb explodes ....

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

For Jane Eyre, orphan and impoverished governess, the last person she should want is the only person she needs: her employer: Rochester. Not only is he socially inaccessible, he’s also a man of few words and may secrets – and one of his secrets is so terrible it could destroy everything he and Jane hold dear...
The book of lost things by John Connelly 

High in his attic bedroom, twelve-year-old David mourns the loss of his mother. He is angry and he is alone, with only books on his shelf for company. But those books have begun to whisper to him in the darkness, and as he takes refuge in the myths and fairytales so beloved of his dead mother he finds the real world and the fantasy world begin to meld. The Crooked Man has come, with his mocking smile and his enigmatic words ‘Welcome, your majesty. All hail the new king’.  And as war rages across Europe, David is violently propelled into a land that is both a construct of his imagination yet frighteningly real, a strange reflection of his own world composed of myths and stories, populated by wolves and worse-than-wolves, and ruled over by a faded king who keeps his secrets in a mysterious, legendary book  . . . 
Wolf by Gillian Cross

Cassy’s only image of her father is the black and white photo he left behind, long ago, when he abandoned her. Why did he go? What made him leave her beautiful, simple mother? Cassy has never dared to ask the question aloud – in case the answer is dangerous. But the more she tries to ignore it, the more it dominates her life, haunting her dreams and threatening her fragile family. And then she wakes in the night and hears footsteps padding towards her grandmother’s flat. The danger has reached her front door....
The haunted house by Charles Dickens

When the narrator sees a deserted house from his railway carriage, he cannot resist the challenge of taking up residence in a place no one else will inhabit. Local legend has terrified the nearby villagers, and they, in turn, convince his servants to abandon ship. Undaunted, he and his sister invite a group of friends to join them. Having shared out the household tasks, the guests are commissioned to root out the supernatural from their respective rooms. On Twelfth Night they meet to share their ghostly tales.
Annexed by Sharon Dogar

Peter van Pels and his family are hidden away with the Franks, and Peter sees it all differently. What is it like to be forced into hiding with Anne Frank? To hate her and then find yourself falling in love with her? To know you’re being written about in her diary, day after day? What’s it like to sit and wait, to watch through a window, whilst others die, and wish that you were fighting? Anne’s diary ends on August 1944., but in this imagined story, Peter’s experience continues beyond the bertrayl and into the Nazi death camps. ‘Is anybody there?’ he asks. ‘Is anybody listening?’ We should be.
Revolution by Jennifer Donnelly

Andi is broken. She is failing school and failing life. Since the death of her brother, all she cares about is music. Taken to Paris by her estranged father, she makes a discovery there that could transform everything. Hidden in the compartment of an old guitar case is a lost diary from Revolutionary France...Alexandrine is a street performer who is trying to save a young life from the devastation of war. She writes her deepest thoughts inn her diary, hoping that one day someone will read and understand. These two girls, though centuries apart, are tied together by more than just  the diary. As its words transcend paper and time, Alexandrine’s past becomes Andi’s present and lives are changed forever.

Sophie’s world by Jostein Gaardner

Why does Sophie keep getting postcards to a girl called Hilde? Who is the mysterious mentor who appears from nowhere to talk to her about philosophy? Who is Hilde? Who is Sophie?

The dark beneath by Alan Gibbons

GCSEs are over and sixteen-year-old Imogen is looking forward to a perfect, lazy summer. But her world is turned upside down by three refugees, all hiding from life. Anthony is fourteen, already an outcast, bullied and shunned by his peers. Farid is an asylum seeker from Afghanistan, who has travelled across continents seeking peace. And Gordon Craig is a bitter, lonely man. She knows all of them, but she doesn’t know how dangerous they all are. Being part of their lives could cost Imogen her own.
The fault in our stars by John Green

Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s story is about to be completely rewritten.

Alice Bliss by Laura Harrington

Alice Bliss is fifteen. She’s smart, funny and clever. Not afraid to stand up for the things she believes in. She also idolizes her father and when he leaves home to fight in a war she doesn’t believe in, Alice is distraught. She and her mother negotiate his absence as best as they can – waiting impatiently for his letters, throwing themselves into school and work respectively, bickering intermittently and, in Alice’s case, falling for the boy next door – but then they are told he is missing in action and have to face up to the fact that he may never return. 
The river king by Alice Hoffman
For more than a century, the small town of Haddan, Massachusetts, has been divided, as if by a line drawn down the centre of Main Street, separating those born and bred in the ‘village’ from those who attend the prestigious Hadden School. But one October night the two worlds are thrust together by an inexplicable death and the town’s divided history is revealed in all it’s complexity. The lives of everyone involved are unravelled; from Carlin Leander, the fifteen-year-old scholarship girl who is loyal as she is proud, to Betsy Chase, a woman running from her own destiny; from August Pierce, a loner and a misfit at the school who unexpectedly finds courage in his darkest hour, to Abel Grey, the maverick police officer who refuses to let unspeakable actions

Grace Williams says it loud by Emma Henderson

The doctors said no more could be done and advised Grace’s parents to put her away. On her first day at the Briar Mental Institute, Grace, eleven meets Daniel. Debonair Daniel, an epileptic who can type with his feet, sees a different Grace; someone to share secrets and canoodle with, someone to fight for. 
The secret lives of bees by Sue Monk Kidd

Lily has grown up believing she accidentally killed her mother when she was just four years old. Now, at fourteen, she yearns for forgiveness and a mother’s love. Living on a peach farm in South Carolina with her harsh and unyielding father, she has only one friend, Rosaleen, a black servant. When racial tensions explode one summer afternoon, and Rosaleen is arrested and beaten, Lily is compelled to act. Fugitives from justice, the pair follow a trail left by the woman who died ten years before. Finding sanctuary in the home of three beekeeping sisters, Lily starts a journey as much about her understanding of the world as about the mystery surrounding her mother.

To kill a mockingbird by Harper Lee 

'Shoot all the Bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember it's a sin to kill a Mockingbird.' This book presents a lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real mockingbird of this classic novel - a black man charged with attacking a white girl. Through the young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores the irrationality of adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep South of the 1930s with both compassion and humour. She also creates one of the great heroes of literature in their father, Atticus, whose lone struggle for justice pricks the conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, violence and hypocrisy.
The phantom of the opera by Gaston Leroux

Christine is a beautiful young singer at the Paris Opera. She is watched by the Opera’s ‘phantom’  - a mysterious masked figure who terrorises the Opera’s management and players. With the phantom’s help, Christine rises to become the Opera’s star performer, but when the Phantom demands her heart in return, Christine is torn between gratitude and pity for her strange benefactor, and for the love of her childhood sweetheart, Rauol.
Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier 

Working as a lady’s companion, the heroine of Rebecca learns her place. Her future looks bleak until, on a trip to the South of France, she meets Max de Winter, a handsome widower whose sudden proposal of marriage takes her by surprise. She accepts, but whisked from glamorous Monte Carlo to the ominous and brooding Manderlay, the new Mrs de Winter finds Max a changed man. And the memory of his dead wife Rebecca is forever kept alive by the forbidding housekeeper, Mrs Danvers . . .

All fall down by Sally Nicholls

A deadly contagion races through England...Isabel and her family have nowhere to run from a disease that has killed half of Europe. When the world she knows and loves ends forever, her only weapon is courage. The Black Plague of 1349 was the deadliest plague in human history. All Fall Down is a powerful and inspiring story about survival in the face of real-life horror.
Before I fall by Lauren Oliver

They say to live every day as if it’s your last – but you never actually think it is going to be. You always think you’ll have more time. That’s what I thought. But I was wrong. The thing is, you don’t get to know what happens. You don’t remember to tell your family that you love them or – in my case – remember to say goodbye to tell at all. What if, like me, you could live your last day all over again? Could you make it perfect? If your whole life flashed before your eyes, would you have any regrets? Are there things you’d want to change?
The tiger’s wife by Tea Obreht

My grandfather never refers to the tiger’s wife by name. His arm is around me and my feet are on the handrail, and my grandfather might say, ‘I once knew a girl who loved tigers so much she almost became one herself.’ Because I am little, and my love of tigers come directly from him, I believe he is talking about me, offering me a fairy tale in which I can imagine myself – and will for years and years.

Animal farm by George Orwell 

Mr Jones of Manor Farm is so lazy and drunken that one that he forgets to feed his livestock. The ensuing rebellion under the leadership of the pigs Napoleon and Snowball leads to the animals taking over the farm. Vowing to eliminate the terrible inequalities of the farmyard, the renamed Animal Farm is organized to benefit all who walk on four legs. But as time passes, the ideals of the rebellion are corrupted, then forgotten, and something new and unexpected emerges. 
How I live now by Meg Rosoff

Fifteen year old Daisy thinks she knows all about love. Her mother died giving birth to her, and now her dad has sent her away for the summer, to live in the English countryside with cousins she’s never even met. There she’ll discover what real love is: something violent, mysterious and wonderful. There her world will turn upside down and a perfect summer will explode into a million bewildering pieces. How will Daisy live then?

The earth hums in B flat by Mari Strachan

Gwenni Morgan is not like any other girl in her small Welsh town. Inquistive, bookish and full of spirit, she can fly in her sleep and loves playing detective. So when a neighbour mysteriously vanishes, and no one seems to be asking the right questions, Gwenni decides to conduct her own investigation.

The tin can tree by Anne Tyler 

When young Jamie Pike dies in a tragic accident, she leaves behind a family numbed with grief and torn with guilt and recrimination. In this compassionate and haunting novel Anne Tyler explores how each member of the family learn to face the future in their own way.

A dark-adapted eye by Barbara Vine

Like most families they had their secrets...And they hid them under a genteelly respectable veneer. No onlooker would guess that prim Vera Hillyard and her beautiful, adored younger sister Eden were locked in a dark and bitter combat over one of their secrets. England in the fifties was not kind to women who erred, so they had to use every means necessary to keep the truth hidden behind closed doors – even murder.
Freaks like us by Susan Yaught

Sunshine is missing. Jason knows why. Sunshine told Jason something BIG before she disappeared. If only the VOICES in his head would stop, he’d remember what happened. But his schizophrenia messes everything up – he can’t trust his own MEMORIES and no one TRUSTS him. Jason is sure he would NEVER hurt Sunshine. He just needs to make the world listen. He needs to prove he’s not GUILTY. He needs to find SUNSHINE.

The book thief by Markus Zusak

This is the tale of the book thief, as narrated by death. And when death tells you a story, you really have to listen. It’s just a small story really, about, amongst other things: a girl, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a Jewish fist fighter and quite a lot of thievery. 
