Link Question.
What is it?

Whilst the paper will not always have a ‘link question’ it is a very common feature. The link question asks you to say how a sentence creates an effective link between one paragraph and another. These questions are usually worth two marks and you usually need to answer them in two parts.

What do I need to do? 

· Show how one part links back to the previous paragraph.

· Show how the other part refers forward to the new paragraph.

For example a link question might be worded like this:


How does the sentence ‘Family tension is just one of a string of negative effects of homework for young children, according to an explosive new book which says much of it is pointless.’ form a link between paragraphs 2 and 3 of the article?

A good answer would be:


The expression ’family tension’ links back to the battles over homework mentioned in the previous paragraph.


The expression ‘in an explosive new book’ introduces the book mentioned in paragraph three, ideas from which will be discussed in the rest of the article.

This answer would score two marks as it has two parts to it, one linking back, the other referring forward.

There is a formula for answering link questions:


The word/expression ‘_____’ links back to ___________ which was discussed in the previous paragraph.
The word/expression ‘_______’ introduces the idea of ______ which is going to be discussed in the new paragraph.
