Analysis.
Word Choice Questions.

Many of the Analysis questions which occur in Close Reading papers will involve looking at ‘word choice’. Some will explicitly ask you to look at certain words. Others will require you to consider word choice amongst other techniques.

Connotation/Denotation.
When thinking about words it is vital that we concentrate on their connotations and denotations.

Denotation – 
The dictionary definition of a word

Connotation -
The associations that a word may have. When you see the word, what does it make you think about?

Words used in different contexts can have different connotations. When you look at a word choice question you are being asked to consider the context in which the words are found. Look at the sentences that surround the word. How is your understanding of the word affected by what is happening in the rest of the passage? You will be able to discover a great deal about the writers’ opinion through the words which they use. 

Word choice questions require you to focus on the connotations of the words, rather than the denotations.

Word choice is all about thinking beyond the obvious meaning. There is a reason why the selected words have been chosen. You will need to think about the specific words and what they might be trying to suggest.

Often words meaning almost the same thing imply quite different things. You need to be able to recognise these...
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Each row contains words with the same denotation. The connotations of these words however are different.

Pick two words from the first two rows and explain how they have different connotations.

Row One:


Word a:_____________________________________________

________________________________________________________


Word b:_____________________________________________

Row Two:


Word a:_____________________________________________

________________________________________________________


Word b:_____________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Example 1.

“Transferring the sultry sensuality of a Latin street dance to Edinburgh on a wet winter’s night would not appear the easiest of tasks. The rain batters the glass roof of the studio, competing in volume with the blaring from the sound system.”

How does the word choice in these lines help to point out the contrast described here?
When you are asked about contrast you should give examples from both sides of the contrast.

“Sultry sensuality” suggests something hot which is normally associated with warm sunny places. This is in contrast to “wet winter’s night” which suggests cold and gloomy surroundings.

OR
“The rain batters” suggests an aggressive assault on the roof, as if the rain is trying to get in and drown out the dancing. This contrasts with the “blaring” which suggests something loud, confident and warm.
Note...


“Batter” and “blaring” are both exaggerations or over-dramatised. Useful words to describe this technique are hyperbole or hyperbolic.

Hints and Tips.
Word choice may be extended to cover a short phrase, as well as single words, however you have to quote exactly what word or phrase you are going to consider in your answer. You should do this by putting this word/phrase in inverted commas or underlining it. You must show the marker which words you have chosen. You cannot write down something as long as “the castle, lit up, stares down grandly at the foreboding skies”

Key points to remember...
· You would get NO MARKS for simply identifying interesting words.

· You would get NO MARKS for simply quoting the words.

· You would get NO MARKS for quoting the words and saying what they mean (denotations).

· ALL MARKS WILL COME FROM OFFERING AND DISCUSSING THE CONNOTATIONS.

